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more
San
11.2% | 10.3% | 16.2% | 14.5% | 13.5% | 12.6% | 11.4% | 7.3% | 2.9%
Gimignano
Colle Val
| 13% | 10.5% | 16% | 14.3% | 13.7% | 11.8% | 10.8% | 7.3% | 2.7%
D'elsa

Poggibonsi | 11.9% | 10.5% | 15.7% | 13.8% | 13% | 13.4% | 12.4% | 6.8% | 2.5%

Siena 9.2% 9% | 14.8% | 13% | 13.5% | 14.1% | 13.1% | 9.3% | 3.9%
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First Proposals he Rehabilitation of the Convent San Domenico in San Gimignano

ade up of bulldings and people. A clty of world heritage like San Gimignano, Is a place filled with history, monuments and the track of human
shab project especially regarding the world heritage, my method Is, first of all, examining the contexture of the city and finding out what made
those important elements which have become the natural part of the city. | call these kind of special characteristics of the city which can not
nstancy or & In Chinese

der historlc environment Is not always constant. It evolves over the time, especially during the dynamic modern age. The way of living has

lons aimed to improve the quality of life, It deeply affected the daily life of the people and certainly the issues about new use for old buildings
building as an example, It was the convent of San Domenico from the beginning of 17 century to the end of 18 century. During the 19~20 century
0 was a prison, and the character of the bullding maintained. Today we get together discussing the possibllity of reusing the space. This kind of

e time without necessarlly altering its bullding character, | call It ---respectful Change or ﬁ in Chinese.

hange" , in my opinion, are the main challenges when dealing with the reuse of the historic environments. The "constancy" represents unique character
dce, and the change deals with function of the space. They are inter-related. | will discuss both of them in more detail at the following section$. and after that
dea about the new use for the convent of San Domenico.

Constancy--my observation
A.TheCity B..The Convent

_— Neture The Wall As buffer between the city and nature VIEW

Lv The city wall, building along the contour of the ?

hill, defines the surrounding nature and the clty.

This tall wall protects the clty, but Isolates the THE CONVENT
clty life from nature, The iImage of the tall
masonry wall becomes the first impression of
the visitors. Thus the first speclal characteristic cIy Yol Yo
A & of the city which | observed Is its proximity to the CENTER K555
nature yet Isolated by the wall.
lature ﬁ VIEW
N/
Main Streets & Plaza The city surrounded by nature on the top
of hill. Its buildings defined the plaza
There are two main streefs In the city. One goes and streets. People walk along the street
north south direction and the other goes east in the historic center wondering where is VIEW
waest direction, forming the spine of the city. All nature. Looking up one can see the tall towers
the muscles grew alone this spine. This spine with the blue sky on the background.
acted as the path for the visitors to explore the But where are the woods ? Walking through
clty. The cross section of the main streets the tall wall of the convent of San Domenico
became the commonplace of the city where to the backfield. One can see the nature
people could get together sharing the rolling on and on without any interruption.
experience and enjoying the fine time. This Is In between the city and natural view, the
the second special characteristic of the city | convent building becomes the buffer of
observed. the manmade city and the nature.
The Towers As an Arrowhead
The towers contiibute their vertical character to
the ity .In the Middle Ages they served as the The convent located at farthest eastern
symbol of power and wealth. Now a day the spot of the city. It is the roof of sunrise,the

towers are still the strong vertical elements of arrowhead of San Gimignano.

the city skyline. Desplte thelr original purpose,
they become the fantasy for most of the visitors,
as a desire to reach the blue sky. This is the third
character of the city | observed.

9 The Four Anchors A wall within a wall
W22 he The entering Gates on the beginning and the The convent enclosed by a wall, the whole
‘OconvenT end of north-south axis are two anchors to city enclosed by a bigger wall. The
T comiral the flow of the visttors. They are clso the convent becomes one of the most isolated
Interface of the nafure and man-made

space in the city. The convent building is
the protective wall of the inner courtyard.
Thus the count yard becomes the most
serene space in the city.

environment. Through them people entering the

Middle Age dream land. The east-west axis has

its two ends anchored by the Rocco and on the
Y east end -the convent of $an Domenico, the site:
[ . which we are going to work on it.

Bh-1
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Besides the tall towers and the lineal sh

$an Gimignano which has never been c

Early in the morning before the dawn, you ga

of the even darker sky background. You pass through {

You can feel the chilly morning wind blow in between you 5.
city boundary. All of sudden you hear the music playing, and ai t
art of the day in San Gimignano. You then take the step down to the

er-decorated lable.

g New Experiences

criteria when ¢ g new use for the convent building. One is that it must be
income produci her is that it must be open to the local community. It no
longer isolates from the community as it was before.

Piazza 8.Agosting

We believe that a multi-function cultural activity center will serve the purpose well.
These would include an open-air theater & restaurant, an exhibition hall, hotel and
some workshops. To explain the whole concept, the following diagrams would
illustrate clearly.

-
Old Experiences  New Experiences . # R ITHECONVEﬂ
~ A s ~ -
- 9
e i A BRI Y e,
ISOLATED VERTICAL ELEMENT e‘ 4 ;é €| il

NATURAL VIEW PENETRATE ELEVATE CITY CENTER’
SUNRISE SKYWALK
THE CONVENT

UPWARDS & LIMITED VIEW

VIEW FROM THE ENTRANCE
OF THE SKYWALK

i
S

ISOLATED OPEN SPACE ACCESSIBLE OPEN —AIR THEATER /
ONLY FOR LIMITED PEQOPLE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | [RRRRRRRR SRR RRIARL!
...................................... COMMUNITY &TOURISTS — e it N

OLD FACDEASTHE  STAGE B OUTDOOR STAIRS - SEATS & GREEN SKYWALK

i BACKGROUND RESTAURANT
OF STAGE
s P
PRISON & CONVENT HOTEL - RESTAURANT + EXHIBITION HALL & VIEW FROM THE EXIT
ISOLATED FROM REST OPEN—AIR THEATER » OPEN TO THE PUBLIC OF THE SKYWALK
OF THE CITY BECOME REAL ARROWHEAD OF THE CITY -

! ' o

X Y N
OPEN-AIR THEATER & RESTAUANT. -~~~
/VIEWINGFROM THE SKYAWAIK <
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN

A-A' SECTION

C-C'SECTION And — es
BASEMENT PLAN
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