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Most of new library building construction projects might incorporate
books storage facilities. Since around 1990s, some of such library building
projects started to adopt so-called automated books storage and retrieval/
return and sorting system (AS/RS hereafter), the application of existed
commercial and industrial goods/ parts storage and inventory management
systems. This research was based on the literature concerning about cost-
effectiveness of AS/RS, and the learning from on-site visits of several
libraries in Japan that owns AS/RS facilities. The author tried to disclose
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the realities of maintenance of such facilities, and to show statistics of
yearly accumulated necessary fees for ensuring its proper operation. In
conclusion, the author pointed out that a reasonable adoption of AS/RS
facilities could only be done under the premise that the payback from
AS/RS could cover the high initiation cost and the endless expensive
maintenance fees so as to ensure cost-effectiveness and long term
sustainability. It is hoped that the discussions in this research could be
helpful for libraries to make appropriate decision in selection of book-
storage-facility models.
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