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Next moment we were both groping downstairs, leaving the candle by the
empty chest; and the next we had opened the door and wera in full retreat. We
had not started & moment too soon. The fog was rapidly dispersing; already
the moon shone quite clear on the high ground on either side; and it was only
in the exact bottom of the dell and round the tavern door that a thin veil still
hung unbroken to conceal the first steps of our escape. Far less than half—way
10 the hamiet, very little beyond the bottom of the hill, we must come forth into
the maonlight, Mor was this all, for the sound of several footsteps rumning
came already to our ears, and as we 1t

tossing to and fro and still rapidly Fest e
newcomers carried a lantern.

"My dear," said my mother suddenly, ©  ew oxFoR AMER CA BIETIORART 9
to faint." "

This was cerlainly the end for botr |oiune | TorCHan | noun e
cowardice of the neighbours; how | b bumanaais: 5 ¥
and her greed, for her past fpolhardines e deeps it
at the little bridge, by good ortunrj a o
the edge of the bank, where, sur® en W
shoulder. | do not know how | found the . opp aerican whimer's THesaurus @
it was roughly done, but | managed to ¢ W
under the arch. Farther | could nat mov fortune noun ot

1 forlune fa

me do more than crawl below it. So th hém: CHANCE,
nce, serendipity,

entirely exposed and both of US WIthIN € sty foruity. prosence
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bridge

n. AE R - B REFE - 18
A bridge was built across the river,
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