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“One more library, one less prison”. In the early days, prison
libraries mainly provided religious readings, emphasizing penance and

enlightenment.

Along with the correctional institution's changes in the correctional
policies, fostering prisoners a positive attitude and integrating into
communities after the release of the prison to reduce the recidivism rate.
Therefore, the roles and functions of the prison libraries are constantly
changing, and even the prison libraries should be considered as a part of
public library services. In 2018, Taiwan had about 40 children living with
their incarcerated parents .Many countries have similar policies based on
humanity to assess children's best interests. However, the children are not
prisoners, they cannot be deprived of the right to learn because of their
incarcerated parents. National Taiwan Library (NTL) has promoted the
program of reading for infants and toddlers for a long time, implementing
rooted reading. Considering the reading rights of children living with
incarcerated parents, NTL decides to bring services into women prisons.
In 2019, NTL cooperated with three women prisons of Agency of
Corrections, Ministry of Justice, the Taoyuan Women's Prison, the
Taichung Women's Prison, and the Kaohsiung Women's Prison in
promoting the project of “Flying over the Wall: Brightening the World
with Giving Reading Packs for Children Living with Their Incarcerated
Parents.” NTL has be providing books for three women prisons to set up a
infants and toddlers reading zone, sending reading packs and assisting
volunteers to the prisons to tell stories. The purpose of this article is to
share the experience of the implementation of the program, as an example
for libraries to promote related reading plans.
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