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In 1987, Taichung City followed the example of foreign mobile libraries,
which aim to bring books to people, rather than letting the books wait for
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reader, and created a mobile library service. The gesture advanced the
operations of Taichung Public Library into a new chapter.

In 33 years, Taichung Public Library grew from owning one to seven
mobile libraries. The mobile library service spans across the 29 districts and
102 elementary schools in Taichung City, reaching as far as Lishan. In 2019,
Taichung Public Library began expanding its service to communities and
public spaces through cross-field collaboration with diverse locations such
as temples, markets, attractions, parks, hospitals, and universities to promote
reading. Such joint efforts can promote reading and shorten the distance
between the library and the public.

Many efforts are needed to nurture talents through reading. Taichung
Public Library actively combines social forces and calls for corporate
investment to replace old mobile libraries. The mobility of mobile libraries,
friendliness of librarians, and enthusiasm of volunteers all contribute to the
promotion of diversified reading activities, enabling rural schoolchildren and
the public to access the same book resources as urban residents. By
shortening the urban—rural gap, Taichung Public Library aims to realize the

philosophy of “the entire city is my library!”
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