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Taiwan’s public library first established Bookstart 19 years ago
through the joint efforts of the government and local communities. Since
then, Bookstart has led the trend of shared book reading. This study was
conducted using quantitative questionnaire surveys and qualitative
semi-structured expert interviews, with the purpose of investigating the
public library’s promotion of Bookstart and shared book reading to de-
termine what further practices can be used by local libraries for preschool
shared book reading programs. Based the results, advanced shared read-
ing strategies can be developed. The results of this study can be used as a
reference for follow-up library planning to improve shared book reading

programs.

The conclusions of this study are the following: (1) The library
maintains a suitable environment for realizing the beneficial effects of
reading. The interviewees worked mostly in the manufacturing and engi-
neering sectors, which is indicative of the community where the library is
located. (2) Shared book reading requires continuous, age-appropriate
planning to naturally engage children’s reading habits; expanding the
program’s services to children with special educational needs, parents
with lower levels of education, and caregivers other than natural parents
is the goal of the library’s future planning for shared book reading pro-
grams. (3) Librarians should facilitate the stages of shared book reading
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activities by using appropriate methods. (4) The library should cooperate
with pediatricians to promote shared book reading. We recommend that
libraries develop parents’ shared book reading skills, that they provide
diverse reading materials to support various family courses, that they
promote shared book reading awareness in remote and rural areas, and
that they provide library references for the design of shared book reading
programs for readers of various ages and with various characteristics.
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Abstract

Taiwan’s public library first established Bookstart 19 years ago
through the joint efforts of the government and local communities. Since
then, Bookstart has led the trend of shared book reading. This study was
conducted using quantitative questionnaire surveys and qualitative semi-
structured expert interviews, with the purpose of investigating the public
library’s promotion of Bookstart and shared book reading to determine
what further practices can be used by local libraries for preschool shared
book reading programs. Based the results, advanced shared reading
strategies can be developed. The results of this study can be used as a
reference for follow-up library planning to improve shared book reading
programs.

The conclusions of this study are the following: (1) The library
maintains a suitable environment for realizing the beneficial effects of
reading. The interviewees worked mostly in the manufacturing and
engineering sectors, which is indicative of the community where the library
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is located. (2) Shared book reading requires continuous, age-appropriate
planning to naturally engage children’s reading habits; expanding the
program’s services to children with special educational needs, parents with
lower levels of education, and caregivers other than natural parents is the
goal of the library’s future planning for shared book reading programs. (3)
Librarians should facilitate the stages of shared book reading activities by
using appropriate methods. (4) The library should cooperate with
pediatricians to promote shared book reading. We recommend that libraries
develop parents’ shared book reading skills, that they provide diverse
reading materials to support various family courses, that they promote
shared book reading awareness in remote and rural areas, and that they
provide library references for the design of shared book reading programs
for readers of various ages and with various characteristics.

Keywords: Shared book reading; Bookstart; Public library; Preschool
reading

SUMMARY
Introduction

The Bookstart program originated in Birmingham, England, in 1992,
initiated by Ms. Wendy Cooling. With assistance from the city’s health unit,
it aimed to promote shared book reading and book donation activities for
preschool children. Bookstart has gained attention from countries around
the world that have imitated the program). In 2003, the Taichung County
Cultural Affairs Bureau first organized the Bookstart Book Starting Line at
Shalu Shenbo Library. In 2006, the Hsin-Yi Foundation cooperated with
Taichung County and Taipei City to promote the Bookstart Reading Start
program to children aged 3 years and younger. In 2009, the Ministry of
Education began to promote this program, and the age of children in the
public library’s preschool reading project was expanded to children 5 years
of age and younger.
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According to research, shared book reading is related to children’s
reading attitudes and parents’ reading habits, education levels, and
occupations. Shared book reading can enhance children’s language
abilities, concentration, and emotional understanding. Reading is crucial
for children’s cognitive and language development. Shared book reading
skills can improve children’s language skills and their ability to participate
in activities; parental efforts influence their children’s behavior (Landry et
al., 2011). In shared reading, educators actively engage with children to
improve the children’s interactive abilities and their connection with books,
leading to major changes in language competency. Parents and children
derive happiness from reading together, and parents can create an
atmosphere that stimulates children’s interest in reading when they
describe their own experiences as stories. From shared book reading,
children develop positive reading habits and close parent—child
relationships.

Methods

The purpose of this research was to examine the situation of library
users joined the Bookstart programs and the strategies employed by public
library Bookstart programs and the locations and experiences of shared
book reading programs. The topics of the public library service,
satisfaction with the library environment and facilities, and parental
experiences and practices were the bases for our research questions. Our
research methodology consisted of quantitative questionnaire surveys
supplemented by qualitative semi-structured expert interviews. The expert
validity of the questionnaire design was based on the 2020 Taichung Public
Library’s main questionnaire survey and the reading list of the library’s

Bookstart shared book reading program.
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Results

Through questionnaire surveys and in-depth interviews, this study
examined the impact and efficacy of public libraries on shared book
reading—specifically, promoting Bookstart—and (1) assessed whether
parents and children participating in Bookstart were satisfied with the
content of the activities and the facilities for infants and young children
(the comprehensive quantitative data and qualitative content indicated that
the library’s budget, design of gift bags, and selection of books all had a
significant effect). (2) The results indicated that shared book reading gives
children valuable family experience. Parents who love to read can cultivate
this interest in their children and also influence other family members to
read more. (3) Reader services and facilities in public libraries facilitate
parent—child interactions, reading, communication, and the cultivation of
children’s daily routines and storytelling abilities. (4) The promoters of the
Bookstart program are enthusiastic and dedicated to parent—child reading
and ensure that disadvantaged children and children with special
educational needs are able to focus on reading. Public and private sector
cooperation in cross-industry promotion may create a beneficial situation
for all stakeholders involved.

According to the literature, shared book reading contributes positively
to children’s language development and language skills and can also
benefit children with developmental delays related to early language
development.

Conclusions and Suggestions

This research indicated that the main influence of public libraries on
shared book reading is through the promotion of reading to ensure that
parents demonstrate effective reading attitudes and robust reading habits
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that have a major impact on the learning of preschool children. Parents who
enjoy shared book reading had the highest education level above university,
came from a variety of backgrounds, and also affected the reading
behaviors of other family members. Continuous shared book reading
cultivates children’s storytelling skills and interpersonal relationships;
parents’ interpersonal relationships also benefit from the practice. Local
libraries play a key role in shared book reading in the community,
providing suitable reading resources and planning activities appropriate for
the ages of the participants.

Parents believe that shared book reading requires continuous and age-
appropriate planning. Exceptional child and parents with lower educational
levels and caregivers other than parents will be the library’s future
expansion targets for shared book reading. Additionally, the overall
satisfaction with public library reader services and facilities is extremely
high, at close to 100%.

Supporters of the Bookstart program have suggested that parents are
the main promoters of shared book reading and this practice can only be
undertaken by those with a sense of mission, enthusiasm, and
conscientiousness. The library has collections, a public space, and services
to provide; for it to function properly, however, experienced, professional,
active, and enthusiastic supervisors, librarians, and volunteers are all
essential. These participants can cooperate with pediatricians in medical
units and cross-industry alliances to encourage the promotion of shared
reading programs.

The recommendations of this study are for public libraries to promote
shared book reading as follows: (1) Enhance the professional abilities of
librarians and volunteers and strengthen parents’ reading attitudes and

skills. (2) Change parents’ concepts of and attitudes regarding parent—child
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education and help children learn and develop in the future. (3) Promote an
array of reading elements to support various family courses; encourage
Cross-unit cooperation, strengthen cooperation with pediatric medical units;
and increase parents’ awareness of shared book reading. (4) Promote
shared book reading awareness in remote areas and encourage families
with special educational needs to join the library in shared book reading

activities.

Parents share their time and concerns because reading can change
their children’s lives. Library services should be extended to narrow the
gap between the availability of library services in urban and rural areas and
to improve reading culture. We recommend that future studies and surveys
examine parent—child pairs that love reading, and continue to work
diligently to promote shared book reading activities.
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