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3in1 pushchair

Looking back or facing forward, this height adjustable
multitasker always moves in the right direction. Raise
your outings up a level with a height adjustable seat
that keeps your passenger close.
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Scan with
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Ocean, | Won’t Let You Cry

| A SEJeciaI Ocean Exhibition o
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TEXT & IMAGES: SHU-CHING CHENG

aiwan, an island nation has
four main bodies of water that
surround it: the East China Sea,
South China Sea, Philippine
Sea and the Taiwan Strait. Taiwan’s
economy, culture and the abundant
relationship to its marine habitat and
life are also influenced by the western
Pacific Ocean.

“Keep the ocean clean, preserve
its marine environment and natural
resources” is the key message of Ocean,
| Won't Let You Cry, a special exhibition
being held at the National Library of
Public Information, in Taichung.

Human convenience has allowed for
disposable products like PET bottles,
plastic bags, plastic wrappings, plastic
eating utensils, straws, etc., which have
become a big part of our daily lives.
They add to a comfortable lifestyle. The
rate of disposable consumption items
has accumulated to a point that we no
longer have a way of handling all the
garbage. This is having a major impact
on the ocean as well as our planet.

According to recent studies, over
80% of marine waste comes from land.
The vast amounts of leakage and illegal
dumping of waste that is traveling
from land to the ocean can no longer
be ignored. Marine waste has become
a critical environmental global issue.
Our Mother Ocean is suffering and as
educators and artists, we hear her cry
for help.

Qur special exhibition, Ocean, |
Won't Let You Cry is co-curated by the
National Library of Public Information,
the Keelung Advisory Committee on
Compulsory Education Art and National
Museum of Marine Science and
Technology (NMMST). Local schools
created a site-specific arts project
together on the topic of marine waste
for this ocean exhibition. They included
students from National Keelung Girls’

Senior High School, Taipei Municipal
Xin-Yi Junior High School, Keelung
Municipal Dingnei Junior High School,
Keelung Municipal Jhengbin Elementary
School and Mrs. La Benida Hui, an
environmental artist from New York.

Students participated in beach
clean-up activities held by the National
Museum of Marine Science and
Technology in Chaojing, Keelung. Their
teachers and Mrs. Hui conducted
theme-based teaching activities.
Collected marine beach debris was then
turned into art. Students enthusiasm
for these activities appeared in their
collages of the Mona Lisa, Marilyn
Monroe and underwater scenes of
the sea. They also used abandoned
suitcases to create stories about the
ocean and future food from the sea.
They learned the importance of not
choosing to use ‘one time only’ plastic
disposable items. Instead, they will now
choose to use reusable items.

Mrs. La Benida Hui, a dedicated
artist and teacher has been committed
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Ocean, | Won’t Let You Cry will be exhibited at the National Library of Public Information in
Taichung until March 26, 2023. Mrs. Hui and other art educators will be hosting weekend art

workshops and presentations. Please check the following website https://www.nipi.edu.tw/

English/ for dates and details.

to the creation of environmental
art installations, illustrations and
the promotion of environmental art
education with a focus on ocean and
marine awareness for the last decade.
Her recent 2021 Artist-in-Residence
at the National Museum of Marine
Science and Technology art installations
continues to draw wide public attention
to the environment and the serious
ocean pollution crisis.

Another feature of the Ocean, |
Won’t Let You Cry exhibition is the
marine animal exhibit made of plastic
capsules. These plastic capsules, many
of which contain lingering traces of
fertilizer, are a popular item with
farmers. Covered with a synthetic
resin coating, these discarded capsules
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have become a threat to the marine
ecosystem. The exhibition is to
remind people of disappearing marine
creatures that ingest ocean debris
and through over-exploitation and
destruction of their habitat.

Plastic products carry toxins that do
not dissolve or disappear when in the
ocean. It is through the combination
of ocean movement, exposure to the
salt and sun that over time breaks
these down into tiny particles. They
eventually travel up the food chain
onto our plate with the seafood we eat,
accumulating more and more toxins at
every step.

The Ocean, | Won'’t Let You Cry
Exhibition uses art to present the
beauty and sadness of our marine

environment. We encourage children,
parents, neighbors and friends to
attend and get a better understanding
of how beautiful and filled with rich
marine life our ocean is. Then perhaps,
you will be deeply moved and will try
your best not to let our ocean cry.

Shu-Ching Cheng is
a project assistant in
National Museum
of Marine Science
and Technology who
led the beach clean-
up activities for the student artists and
participated the design and display of
the “Ocean, I Won't Let You Cry”
exhibition.




