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The public libraries in Taiwan face difficulty and challenges in the last hundred
years. There are internal problems such as lacking human labor, funds, professional
staff and insufficient collection among public libraries in Taiwan. There are also
external challenges like diverse affiliation, poor reading culture, information divide
between urban and rural areas, massive resources on the internet, and the fact that
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people don’t make the best use of libraries. How to solve the problems and turn crisis
into opportunities ? Libraries have to cooperate with each other and make efforts to
improve in collection development, information facilities, management and promotion
and marketing. Besides, by subsidized projects, public libraries enhance overall
construction, break through the siege in innovative approaches and by cooperation
and open up a new prospect. In addition to traditional roles of culture, information,
education and recreation, public libraries are going to play four innovative roles:
integrator of diverse information, practitioner of bridging information divide between
urban and rural areas, lifelong learning leader, and nationwide reading promoter.
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