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The Taichung Prefecture Library was initiated in 1920 and
established officially in 1923. The library had no permanent buildings and

moved about at very beginning period till 1928, the government of
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Taichung State built a new building for the library as the commemoration
for Showa Emperor’s inauguration. The building was completed for
official use in 1929. At that time, the building was the first library
building in Taiwan completely constructed based on a library’s
operational needs, matching the purpose of a library use. The library was
still open after the World War II.

Besides the Imperial Taiwan Library, the Taichung Prefecture
Library was the top library among the public libraries in Taiwan, with the
greatest number of collections, the largest number of librarians, and more
budgets to run the library. The library was also responsible for the
book-tour service with bookcases to promote reading within the Taichung
Prefecture. The most special point was that the library generated many
creative ideas and provided diversity activities during the library week.

This article analyzed the operational situation of the Taichung
Prefecture Library by reviewing the archive materials from the Japanese
colonial period, annual reports of the library, newspapers, and magazine
articles at that time. We found that the library had break-through
performance on readers’ services and technical services.
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