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Current Developments in the Deposit and Application of Electronic
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Government publications are an important medium for making public
government data and records, as well as preserving cultural assets. They are a way the
public can systematically learn about the effectiveness of government policies. Legal
deposit is the means by which a country acquires all publications in that country.
Through a comprehensive archival of these publications, knowledge can continue to
be disseminated indefinitely. A designated depository library enables the public to
obtain government information in an easy, timely, and equal manner. However, as
information technology continues to develop and mobile devices become increasingly
prevalent, changes have occurred in the behavior of readers and the management
practices of publishers. Digital publications have become an important issue for
government publications. National Taichung Library is one of the designated deposit
libraries for government publications in Taiwan. It also has an e-book platform open
to the public. This paper discusses the deposit of government publications, as well as
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several problems in the development of e-book versions of government publications
(such as format, copyright management, availability, etc.). Suggestions are made on
how to resolve these problems from the point of view of public library services and

application.
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Depository Library, Electronic Government Publications ~
Licensing
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