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Medical Librarians Participating in Systematic Reviews

Perspectives of Citation Analysis and In-depth Interview

AT 4 L3 A E

o+

!

PEAR 109 & 17

L
).3



v éjﬁj}

e St gk w iR (Systematic Reviews, SR & 22 45 2K ATAR M R 4> o
Binfed 4 R dEah oG deie AR AT e R I 4 2w
WAL AL AR hB £ 4R 48 SRR EFMAL A7 L & p e
FWitrst SRR H* F P L2 A1 FS ML 4R 4% SR - & SR
1N SRR TV T PR £ S EIRES 3 E S B E,

# % % Jc4*" MEDLINE 744 & 722 88 7] > 42014 & T 2017 # #7 4142 57 SR
* 29,030 £ - ;4*\?55‘3@4@&?:'3”3?5%‘33 A Eend R oY IR

HP T EFFEREER 58 SRmMm > & A7 HH ki SR APM PRI ~ %

\\\f;r
&

2 SRIEDC5% ~ HER £8 SRenF A2 5 BH Wb %o ptz o f £
SR> F#HEB & SRAFDE] 2 = B AP EFF Y v i3 -
Pl r t 2 SRR 6 > F 47 58 SR R i RiE £

&g > H P A F 2§ #ick b ) 7] 5 Cochrane Database of Systematic

Reviews « SR ¥ § ffX e 6 > X #cB? 63274 § 4R 22 SR>}
mut.yﬁhw@ﬁ&aﬁuim&; v = 4 SR % BB R B B REE R R

\\\?{r

i
AEFAM L 54
g}é—[ﬁ;ﬁ pka-ﬁ’i—“fgt‘ NG E

2SR et FF oSR>FI LB 35 i FERREY I B
i

FEATR B R AERERER AN L HFE

\\\?{r

SR\ﬁE1m’f§@4%ffSR°ﬂﬁ

v FenitFHA 43 T 4 4R B ¥ FRes SR ¥ k% 0 PRISMA 2438 SR
E@*&#?ﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ%}?#ﬁ&é%ﬁslrﬁ’é*‘%ﬂlj v aE R ch B D4R R 58 SR
2ZpE o PR EG LR

¥y —g’?’fri B A F]F > B4 SRAPMIRIEZR| S FI X 4 & feenfp 585 %g

~ml
N
\\\Xr

B4 R A R 13 ¥ 5 PRI

ERFEEFAFEY R LB E TRy e 3 fpfhe > & ghR L4
B e (T3 4c o



PR LSS TR N2 E R f BB TRA B Rl £ TER SR 2

FoRRG A M TR L RER SR TR FERE 4 RESSR
APBRAS ~ 1R A SR 2 etk R § R C HIRFEMLER 2R LR 4
FIER SR eNfe R 455 ~ BT AR B AL K3k SR APME chfAep 3 - 4R RS

28 SRAPM FALL AT § 2 HEFERMI LT REFEY wngivo

Mats @ FEME R B Ryl A FEFTY o



Fefe

Systematic Reviews (SR) integrate relevant studies on a specific topic and are
useful in decision-making. Librarians are professionals in retrieving suitable and high-
quality literature, and their participation in SR warrants study.

This study provides a global overview of SR articles and used bibliometrics to
analyze differences among the number of authors, country of the main author’s
institution, and number of citing and times cited of medical librarians participating in
SR and general SR articles. The research objects were 22 journals in the MEDLINE
database. The number of SR articles published between 2014 and 2017 totaled 9,030.
To obtain the perspectives of medical librarians and directors of evidence-based
medicine center, this study used interviews to explore the current situation of Taiwanese
medical librarians participating in SR; the interviews covered the SR-related services
provide, librarians’ and directors’ experience in SR writing, opinions on librarians
participating in SR, and their relationships between departments. Three medical
librarians who contributed to SR articles or posters and three directors of the evidence-
based medicine center of their institution were interviewed.

The results of the study revealed the following:

(1) In terms of the global SR article overview, the number of SR articles with librarian
participation increased yearly. The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews had
the most articles.

(2) In terms of author characteristics, most SR articles had three to seven authors. The
main authors with librarian participation in SR were from the United States, and
general SR were from the United Kingdom. Librarians in highly developed
countries had a higher rate of participation in SR.

(3) In terms of SR article citations, no significant correlation was observed between



librarian participation and number of citing, and librarian participation and times
cited had a weak negative correlation.

(4) In terms the SR participation of the interviewed medical librarians and directors of
evidence-based medicine center, medical libraries were discovered to focus on SR
literature retrieval services, whereas evidence-based medicine centers were found
to focus on offering courses. Regarding SR writing experience, the number of
authors who participated in writing SR articles is between four and seven. Most
librarians assisted in SR literature retrieval. PRISMA was the most commonly
followed guideline in SR writing. A background in the department of library and
information science helped librarians to participate. Both medical librarians and
directors expected more librarians to participate in SR. The main factors affecting
Taiwanese librarians’ participation in SR were service department environment,
supervisor’s attitude, and personal factors. Increasing SR-related services is
affected by the personnel distribution. Medical libraries and evidence-based
medicine centers cooperate closely. Although they can assist each other, the
librarians’ work increases.

Suggestions based on the findings of this study are as follows:

(1) Taiwanese clinical staff should be encouraged to cooperate with librarians to write
SR articles.

(2) The government should formulate policies to encourage clinical staff to write SR.

(3) SR-related services provided by foreign medical libraries should be referred.

(4) Strategies should be formulated for supportive SR literature retrieval needs.

(5) Plans are required to support medical librarian and clinical staff cooperation in SR
writing.

(6) Departments of library and information science should offer SR-related courses.

(7) Librarians should actively participate in SR-related courses and seminars.



(8) Cooperation between medical libraries and evidence-based medicine centers should

be enhanced.
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