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Abstract

In response to the recent trend of the open science movement, worldwide
governments have started valuing research data’s openness and sharing practice, where
the research data are considered as one of the core foundations of academic knowledge.
These initiatives also begin to announce policies or mandates related to data
management and sharing, thus deploying more research data infrastructures. However,
while prior literature centered on peer to peer’s data-sharing behaviors, little research
focuses on scholars’ open research data (ORG)’s practice, i.c., give the data access to
the public. This study filled in the literature’s gap by investigating the practice of open
research data for criminological research in Taiwan. By exploring the willingness and
motivation of criminologists to share and reuse data, the study is able to construct the
desired blueprint for building a research data repository for criminology.

This study conducted a focus group approach, guided by a semi-structured and in-
depth interview, and gathered actual responses from 13 criminologists. Research
participants include researchers from independent research institutions and faculty
members in the department of criminology in Taiwan’s major cities. Through the focus
group interview protocol, this study investigated how researchers in the field of
criminology deal with their research data and explore the potential factors that would
influence their willingness to share and to reuse others’ research data. Finally, this study
also gathers responses about what ideal functions in a research data repository these
researchers desire.

The current study unveiled three components, namely, trust, contract, and
value, where are deeply rooted in researchers’ attitudes and their data sharing and

reuse patterns and behaviors. While observing how these components interweave, this



study thus provides a clear picture of open research data practices in the field of
criminology in Taiwan.

Ultimately, this study provides suggestions on developing a criminological
research data repository and using criminological data as the foundation, hoping this

would inspire future research data infrastructure in social science.
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