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A Study of Book Collector in Henan during the
Ming Dynasty
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Abstract

The Ming Dynasty had a history of 276 years, which was not only
more advanced period of Chinese library than Song and Yuan Dynasty but come

into the phase of prosperity.

With the rapid development of the printing and the book-engraving industry, the
scale of bibliophiles’ book collection had become larger and larger. And the collection

of books had gradually increased.

The private education got more help coupled with Zhu Yuan Zhang’s highly
concern about the imperial examination system. This prompted more bibliophiles to
donate their own collections and a library was set up for Confucian students to borrow
books. In addition, the bibliophiles who owned a library in the Ming Dynasty will set
up some disaster prevention facilities in their library, such as special devices for fire
prevention, moisture prevention, rodent prevention, mildew prevention, theft
prevention, and sun exposure prevention. They also arranged management staff for

book shelving, sheet-work and restoration.

Regarding the development of private collections in the Ming Dynasty, most of
the collectors were mainly officials, literati and officialdom. It gradually moved to
plebeians later. Although the government was corrupt in the late Ming Dynasty, the

book collection business was still very prosperous.

In the circulation of books, it’s difficult to obtain books because they are rare and
few circulated. Therefore, it is often necessary to exchange and borrow multiple times
for toss and copy. In terms of book collection, apart from copying and engraving
books, many bibliophiles were also very eager to "Write". This is also a positive

manifestation for bibliophiles to get use of their collections.

In the end, regarding the social relations of Henan bibliophiles in the Ming
Dynasty, this article specially selects UCINET to conduct a social network analysis. It
transforms social relations or connections into a "Network Diagram" and the "Dots"
inside represent individuals, myself and others. The "Lines" represent different

relationships and connections. Viewing social relations as a network of points and



lines, and analyzing them. That is social network analysis. The tools used in this study
are network indicators and analysis methods in UCINET, including degree centrality,

closeness centrality, freeman centrality, density, clique.

In conclusion, in the last chapter of this article. It uses the power of technology
to convey the most realistic face of history. Via using digital humanities methods to
analyze the community structure of Henan bibliophiles in the Ming Dynasty and to
gain a deep understanding of ancient Chinese regional traditional culture. I believe
that it will have a certain contribution and reference significance for future

bibliography, library history construction and development.
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