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The Comparative Study of Team Teaching On Cognition and
Practice Between Teacher-Librarians in Taiwan and Hong Kong:

A Case Study of Two Primary Schools.
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Abstract

Whether in Taiwan or Hong Kong’ primary school, the role of teacher-librarian
does not just exist in library but play a role of constructing courses, providing resources,
and being a partner with teachers. With the guidance of teacher-librarian, school’s
teachers are no longer lonely for teaching but turning into a mode of Team teaching,
which can not only meet the needs of teachers in teaching, but also meet the needs of
students in learning.

This study is mainly to explore the cognition and practice of teacher-librarian
between The Affiliated Experimental Elementary School of National Taichung
University of Taiwan and Ho Ming Primary School (Sponsored by Sik Sik Yuen) of
Hong Kong. Through the teacher-librarians, principals and collaborative teachers of two
schools, we can see the similarities and differences between each other. Hong Kong,
which cultural background is quite similar to Taiwan and also has a good performance
on PIRLS. Therefore, this study is eager to find different perspectives and viewpoints
and hope it can be used as a reference for teacher-librarian in the future.

This study can summarize the following six results through literature discussion,
in-depth interviews, and Loertscher’s theories in the end:

First, as we can see the system of teacher-librarian, Taiwan is still holding a
concurrent post although it has continued to promote; however, Hong Kong holds a full-
time position in each school. As for training, Taiwan has only short-term training while
Hong Kong has well-developed one.

Second, teacher-librarian plays a role as a course leader and a good partner while
participates in Team teaching. Therefore, they can not only contribute the development

of teaching but also enhance effectively students' learning. As for the development of



team teaching, Taiwan is launched by thematic teaching while Hong Kong is by
external school review.

Third, teacher-librarian will mainly focus on planning the curriculum, integrating
the objectives of each disciplines and cooperating with various disciplines when they
participate in team teaching.

Fourth, teacher-librarian will primarily program and explain the course structure to
teachers and teachers will comply with teacher-librarian when they are in the class. As
for course implementation, teacher-librarian will plan the thematic reading course and
provide resources while the teachers will complete the follow-up teaching.

Fifth, time, self-stresses, class construction, course demonstration and
communication with teachers are difficulties while in team teaching.

Sixth, the growth and change can be seen from teachers and students after doing

team teaching.

From the theory of Loertscher, Taiwan and Hong Kong have reached the level of
assist. That is, both are in the high position. To sum up, teacher-librarian not only plays

an important role in school but also makes teaching more pluralistic.

Based on these results as mentioned, this study can not only provide suggestions for
government, schools, teacher-librarians and follow-up study but also give teacher-librarians a

good reference in the future.
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