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Analysis of English learning motivation and the use

of library English learning resources among college

students
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Abstract

With the emphasis on globalization in higher education, English has become an
essential skill for college students nowadays. Although the university library provides
abundant digital collections for English learning, not many college students use these
resources frequently. Many students do not achieve English proficiency as expected
after college graduation. This study aimed to analyze English learning motivation and
library English digital learning resources among college students at Fu Jen Catholic
University. Students’ reactions were assessed via a set of questionnaire items using a
5-point Likert scale. The items in the questionnaire were categorized into various
aspects, including: English learning experience, English learning motivation, English
learning obstacles, the use of English digital learning resources in Fu Jen Catholic
University Library, and expectations for the promotion of English digital learning
resources.

From the survey results of 296 data, the majority of students did not spend much
time in learning English, and did not have experiences in using English digital
learning resources in the library. From the items to assess students’ motivation in
learning English, “the advantage of future employment” and “expectation of
communicating in English” were rated the highest. From the items to identify students’
obstacles in learning English, “low learning autonomy” and “frustration in speaking
English without preparation” were rated the highest. Regarding the need for English
digital learning resources, materials for leisure and English-learning purposes were
needed the most. Among the criteria in selection of resource, “repeated use of the
learning materials concerned the students the most. Although the library provided
abundant English digital learning resources, most students had problems to identify

suitable ones. Instead, many students used the search engine searching from the



Internet to cope with the problems encountered. Students most expected that future
promotion of English digital learning resources put more emphasis on the topics
related to daily lives. Subject indexing for diverse English digital learning resources
were also highly expected. Based on the study findings, suggestions were provided to

English teaching of higher education, students, libraries, and future research.
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