@f:*ﬁa §§]4—A»m§§£ﬁ Bt

LB g

SR =E N S ok gl
REF AT RLPE

Effects of Public Library Storytelling Activities on

Children’s Reading Literacy Development
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Abstract

This study aims to explore effects of children’s regular participation in public
library storytelling activities on their reading literacy development from the perspectives
of caregivers, storytellers, and librarians. This study was qualitative in nature, taking
place at four public libraries in Taichung City that regularly held storytelling activities.
Interviews and observations were employed to explore caregivers’ motivations for
taking their children to participate in library storytelling activities; roles that caregivers
played in accompanying children during library storytelling activities; opinions of
caregivers, storytellers, and librarians regarding effects of library storytelling activities
on early literacy; and dilemmas of implementing library storytelling activities. Study
participants included 42 caregivers, 10 storytellers, and 4 librarians. The researcher
employed qualitative content analysis and thematic analysis for organising and
analysing the data collected. Results of this study show that: (1) Caregivers’ motivations
for taking their children to participate in library storytelling activities included:
abundant children’s collections, diverse activity design, convenience, and a pleasant
environment. (2) Roles that caregivers played in accompanying children during library
storytelling activities varied from high to low levels of frequency, including: caregivers
who partnered, onlookers, caregivers who waited, and tutors. (3) Children’s early
literacy skills (such as oral language, phonological awareness, letter knowledge,
vocabulary, print awareness, and background knowledge) were observed to improve
through library storytelling elements, which included speaking, singing, reading, and
playing. (4) Dilemmas of implementing library storytelling activities included gaps of
quality of various storytelling activities, insufficient storytelling sessions, and random
platforms for promoting storytelling activities. Findings of this study suggest that
libraries control the quality of storytelling activities; improve librarians' awareness,
knowledge, and skills for children’s storytelling activities; and promote their
storytelling activitieies on regular platforms. Suggestions for future research include
exploring library storytelling activities delivered in different langauges, comparing
impacts of storytelling activities by trained storytellers and untrained ones, and
quantitatively evaluating effects of library storytelling activities on children’s reading
literacy development.

Keywords: Public libraries, Children’s storytelling activities, Preschool children,
Reading literacy, Early literacy, Qualitative research
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