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Exploring elementary school teacher librarians’
perspectives on children’s intellectual freedom: A

case of LGBTQ+ related books
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the role that elementary school teacher librarians play
for supporting children’s intellectual freedom, practical methods for implementation,
challenges encountered, their self-consciousness, and psychological struggles. In order
to fill the gap of a lack of research on children’s intellectual freedom in school
librarianship in Taiwan, this study adopted a qualitative approach and used LGBTQ+
controversial books as examples for exploration. Interviews were used for data
collection, and the researcher followed a thematic analysis procedure for organizing
and analyzing the data collected. Study participants included 17 elementary school
teacher librarians in Taiwan. Main findings derived from this study are summarized as
follows: (1) Teacher librarians considered that their roles for supporting children’s
intellectual freedom were: guides, facilitators, collaborators, information providers,
and collection managers. (2) Teacher librarians put children’s intellectual freedom into
practice through conducting reading classes, hosting book fairs, looking for
collaborators, getting involved in collaborative teaching, cooperating with school
offices, looking for and providing information, and managing and providing
collections. (3) Challenges that teacher librarians encountered for supporting children’s
intellectual freedom came from outside of the school (e.g., parents and government
agencies) and within the school (e.g., school atmosphere and school staff). (4) The
self-consciousness and psychological struggles that teacher librarians experienced for
supporting children’s intellectual freedom related to influence on children’s value, age
appropriateness, and needs of minority children.

Based upon the findings derived from this study, practical implications and
suggestions for future research are provided. Practical suggestions for school library
collections include: calling for internal meetings to discuss collections acquisition,
providing a guide for matching books with the course content by relevant educational
institutions or library institutions, an updated book recommendation list by the
Ministry of Education. Practical suggestions for teacher librarians include:
participating in relevant workshops to strengthen professional knowledge,
communicating with parents about their thoughts in advance of activities, and building
long-term partnerships with school staff. Furthermore, it is suggested that future
research limit the age range for child participants, incorporate perspectives of parents,
and explore other issues related to controversial books.
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