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Abstract

In 2025, Taiwan will be entering a phase called the super-aged society. In terms
of the well-being of the elderly and whether or not people of all ages are equipped to
face the aging of the entire social structure, this study explores the development of
picture books for aging readers that present the concepts of active and positive aging.
Furthermore, it explores the development process and practice status of institutions that
promote picture books for aging readers in Taiwan. This aspect includes the
establishment of motivation and development process of institutions as well as the
meaning and basis of selection of picture books for aging readers. Additionally, the
study highlights the process and changes in the ideas of readers in promotion agencies
to contact picture books for aging readers. This study intends to explore the possibility
of extending picture books for aging readers to a wide range of ethnic groups and
provide a relaxed, pleasant, and new reading experience for the elderly. In this manner,
the study hopes that these books can help aging readers transition into aging with a
positive perspective.

This study interviewed three founder and employees and six readers of Rock
YeNai Co., Ltd. and two co-founders and seven readers of Anke Picture Book House.
Moreover, the study analyzed 440 picture books for aging readers, which are
recommended for reading by 200 articles on the official website of Anke Picture Book
House as of December 31, 2021.

The results demonstrate that the recurring themes of picture books for aging
readers are mainly related to the meaning of life, the needs and concerns of mature age
groups, life planning for the second half of life, and the psychological difficulties faced
by the elderly. Additionally, the picture books for aging readers are used as a medium

of communication and interaction among people from different or same age groups,



which convey hidden information in picture books. From this perspective, picture
books for aging readers are deemed to trigger the resonance and touching of mature age
groups or the elderly, which leads them to examine their life experiences in the process
of reading. In this regard, reading together enables them to communicate and share their
thoughts and the contexts of books with one another. Based on the process and changes
in the cognition of the interviewed readers in contact with picture books for aging
readers, the study finds that accepting the interpretation of picture books for aging
readers in institutions is easier given that prejudice does not exist against picture books.
The reasons for continuing to participate in reading activities using picture books for
aging readers are related to the quality of activities, group atmosphere, love for picture
books, and the purpose of promotion, among others.

According to the results, suggestions can be divided into two parts: the
interpretation of picture books for aging readers and the promotion of reading. By using
the phrase of picture books for aging readers, the stereotype that picture books are
intended only for children can be broken. Moreover, the term “picture books for aging
readers” should be used to create a new type of picture books. To promote reading,
authors should consider the content of positive aging, the reading habits of mature age
groups and the elderly, create more picture books for aging readers. If it can be
promoted through public libraries, the views of readers from different backgrounds
regarding picture books should be considered, and promotion strategies should be
correspondingly designed. To facilitate the public in obtaining picture books for aging
readers, these books should be distinguished from those for children, and independent
exhibition areas should be designated.
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