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A Study on Book Collection of
Weng, Fang-Gang
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Abstract

Culture is the soul of city, and the books are the most important bearing of culture.
Inheriting the prosperity of the Song and Ming Dynasties' collection of books, the
private collection is especially popular in the Qing Dynasty, and there were a large
number of famous books collectors rise at that time, too. Weng, Fang-Gang (1733-1818)
is a famous eunuch in the middle of the Qing Dynasty and also a famous scholar and
calligrapher. He named his study room “Su Zhai” , because he admired Su, Shi (1037-
1101) who was a famous Confucianism in the Northern Song Dynasty. Show that how

he immersed in the collection of books.

Weng, Fang-Gang was a well-informed and versatile. He spent all his life on
studying religious text, doing textual criticism and doing epigraphy. He was also good
at calligraphy and write poetry and article. He is a really talented person. "Texture
theory™ is the most influential theory of poetry in the Qian-jia period of the Qing
Dynasty. "Texture theory" made many scholars started to involve to the research and
presented different ideas of the theory of poetry. There were also many scholar doing
research on the Epigraphy and calligraphy of Weng, Fang-Gang. But there was no one

doing research on the books collection of Weng, Fang-Gang.

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to use the inscriptions, commonplace books,
and all the anthology and other literatures of the Weng, Fang-Gang ancient books in
the rare book that Weng, Fang-Gang had contacted. To find out the content and
characteristics of Weng, Fang-Gang's personal collection, bibliophile groups and
choose the right UCINET (University of California at Irvine Network) as a tool for
research. Through the drawing program in the software, | input the information of the
Weng, Fang-Gang community, and then the computer will show the Weng, Fang-
Gang’s community relationship map. I hope that the modern technology will show the

results of "information visualization" and make readers to know it is more convenient



to understand its connotation and the influence of the books collection culture at that
time and next generation. This research is divided into six chapters: Introduction,
Literature Review, Methodology, Analysis of Weng Fang-Gang's bibliophile groups,
Weng, Fang-Gang 's collection of books and Conclusion. | look forward to adding a
new page to the history of the rare Chinese book industry. Hope that we can have a big

step in the history of Chinese calligraphy.
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