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Abstract

The geological surveys conducted during the Japanese Colonial Period provide
indispensable data for research of geology in Taiwan. In addition to books and text
resources, library collections also include maps, which are equally important. With
technological advancement, library collections are no longer limited to paper or print
data. This study surveyed the current status of preservation and applications of
geological maps of Taiwan published during the Japanese Colonial Period to
investigate the needs of geological researchers and difficulties encountered by
librarians in archiving geological maps. This study hoped to offer suggestions
regarding the library service of providing geological maps of Taiwan during the
Japanese Colonial Period and to make data access easier for geological researchers.

This study used related literature as the foundation and in-depth interview as the
method. The findings were summarized as follows: (1) The geological maps of
Taiwan published during the Japanese Colonial Period are indispensable for research
of Taiwan's geology and have historical significance; (2) Many of the libraries
surveyed in this study are inadequate in terms of facilities and safety measures, and
their cataloging methods are not unified. Improvements in these aspects are needed;
(3) Many of the libraries have completed digitalization of geological maps of Taiwan
published during the Japanese Colonial Period but have set numerous limitations on
public access. Only one library offers the application service; (4) The main difficulties
for librarians in managing these archives are the poor archiving environment and the
need to process Japanese information during cataloging. This study argued that
digitalization of geological maps would be most beneficial to geological researchers if
it could support positioning in a geographic information system.

Finally, with regard to the preservation and application of geological maps of
Taiwan published during the Japanese Colonial Period, this study proposed the
following suggestions: (1) Improve the management of archives of geological maps of
Taiwan published during the Japanese Colonial Period; (2) Create a complete
catalogue of geological maps of Taiwan published during the Japanese Colonial
Period; (3) Fully digitalize the geological maps of Taiwan published during the
Japanese Colonial Period; (4) Pay attention to application and service of archives of
geological maps of Taiwan; (5) Attach importance to library’s promotional activities;
(6) Strengthen the library's interactions with other organizations; (7) Edit the map
cataloging rules and metadata and develop a guide.
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